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Laurence Thomas “Larry” Lapinski was born in September 
1948 in Granite City Illinois.  His father was Anthony Lapinski, 
and his mother was Mary (nee Komarowski) Lapinski.  Larry 
had five siblings.  Larry graduated from Granite City High 
School in 1966 and then attended Southern Illinois University 
in Edwardsville (SIUE) graduating in 1970 with a degree in 
political science and history.   

Though he had a college deferment, while at SIUE in his junior 
year, Larry joined the Marines and during the summer and 
was off to Quantico in Virginia for Officer Candidate School 
(OSC).  The next summer, Larry went to Marine Corps basic 

training at the same location in Quantico.  Larry was inspired to join the military because 
his two uncles had served in World War II.   

Larry went on to serve three years active duty and was based at Camp Pendleton in 
California.  He left the Marine Corps in 1973.   

In 1971, Larry was mustered into the Illinois National Guard as a 1st Lieutenant.  Larry 
entered under the Illinois National Guard’s “Try One Year Program.”  He joined the 130th 
Infantry Regiment and 3rd Battalion.  Larry spent six years in the 130th Illinois National 
Guard.   

In 1980 Larry joined the Army Reserves as a captain.  Larry’s MOS was Plan and 
Operations.  While Larry was a major in the Army, he trained at Fort Campbell Kentucky.  
Fort Campbell is the home of the 101st Airborne - the Army’s only Air Assault Division - 
and the 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment. The 101st is famous in the area for 
its full-time parachute team, the “Screaming Eagles.” Fort Campbell is the training and 
development center for Army Air Assault Operations.  Here Larry earned his Air Assault 
Badge.  To earn the badge Larry had to repel from a helicopter ten times.  Larry laughed 
and said, “the troops loved seeing a major doing the training and push-ups.  He continued, 
“lots of walks and speed marches.  I had a “nearly” high and tight haircut, had to lose the 
mustache and was doing whatever the enlisted guys did.  Including lots of push-ups!”  
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Larry went to Command and General Staff College earning his diploma in 1983.  
Promotion is important for those making the military a career.  The training was a key and 
helped him earn a promotion to lieutenant colonel.  During his career, Larry deployed 
once to Germany for nearly a month.  Larry served as a lieutenant colonel for eight years 
and finished with 28 years’ service in the military.   Larry’s career spanned the Cold War 
and he finished with three years active duty and twenty-five years in the reserves.   

Larry was awarded: 

 Air Assault Badge  
 Expert Infantry Badge 
 Army Meritorious Service Medal w/Oak Leaf (a personal decoration) 
 Army Commendation Ribbon w/Oak Leaf (a personal decoration) 
 Army Achievement Medal (a personal decoration) 
 Army Reserve Component Achievement Medal w/4 Oak Leaf Clusters (5 awards) 
 National Defense Service Medal w/Star (Vietnam Era) 
 National Defense Service Medal w/Campaign Star (Persian Gulf War from Fort 

Meade MD) 
 Armed Forces Reserve Medal with Silver Hourglass Army Reserve Component 

Reserve Medal w/Hourglass (20 years) 
 Army Ribbon for Basic Training 
 Army Reserve for Overseas Training Ribbon (Germany) 
 Cold War Victory Medal 

Larry met his wife, Donna, in 1980 and they married in 1981.  Larry and Donna moved to 
Florissant in 1993, and after Larry retired from Granite City Steel, they moved to O’Fallon 
Missouri.  

Having retired from the Army, Larry became a National Park 
Ranger in 2002 and worked at the St. Louis Gateway Arch for a 
summer.  His education, degree and military training met the 
requirements for the role of a park ranger.  Later, he worked as 
a Ranger at Ulysses S. Grant National Historic site.  There were 
many perks working as a park ranger, including moving to the 
front of the line waiting for the elevator at the Washington 

Monument.  Larry and his wife Donna were able to travel to many of our National Parks.  
Larry still has a pristine tee shirt with the Park Service logo that reads, “Work is No Walk 
in the Park, Unless You are a Park Ranger.”  Larry loved working for the National Park 
Service.  In 2011 Larry retired from the National Park Service. 



3 
 

Larry shared the illustrious history of the Illinois 130th Infantry Regiment.  

Thank you for serving!     

 

Brief History of the 130th Infantry Regiment 

The 130th Infantry Regiment was originally constituted on 1-MAR 1809 as 
the Volunteer Militia of Illinois Territory, making it one of two dozen National 
Guard units with credit for participation in the War of 1812. Its pre-World 
War I battle honors also include an Indian Wars campaign, three campaigns 
in the Mexican War, and an amazing 19 Civil War campaigns spanning the 
period from the Union capture of Forts Henry and Donelson to the 
conclusion of General Sherman’s March to the Sea. 

In the modern era, the 130th Infantry was created after the 4th Infantry 
Regiments of the Illinois National Guard (the Regiment’s nickname is “Fourth 
Illinois” was drafted into Federal service on 5-AUG 1917 and was reorganized 
and redesignated as the 130th Infantry, an element of the 33rd Division. It 
would fight in four World War I campaign with the 33rd Division; in World 
War II, it was assigned to the 33rd (by then the 33rd Infantry Division) and 
take part in two World War II campaigns in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater; the 
Regiment’s HQ Company, 2nd Battalion was also awarded an uninscribed 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater streamer. Its exemplary service in the Luzon campaign 
was rewarded with a Philippine Presidential Unit citation. 

The Regiment would not be deployed in a combat zone again until the launch 
of the War on Terrorism, when its 2nd Battalion was deployed to Iraq in 2005 
and fought in the Iraqi Governance and National Resolution campaigns. It 
would subsequently be deployed to Afghanistan with the 33rd Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team in 2008-2009, marking the largest single mobilization 
of Illinois Soldiers since World War II.  

 
 
 


