
 

VELMA LEE POWELL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
WOMAN’S ARMY CORPS 1944-1964 

  



 

VELMA LEE POWELL 
WOMAN’S ARMY CORPS 1944-1964 

 
Velma Lee Powell was born in Cotton Missouri 7-DEC 1906.   
Her father was Joseph Brant Powell (1883–1961) and her 
mother was Lillian Ethel Stephens (1887–1938).  She had three 
sisters Norma Matilda (1908-1994), Helen Irene (1911-2008) 
and Forest Lorene (1913-2004).  Velma graduated from Aurora 
High School in California, Missouri in 1925.   

Velma was awarded a Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) Scholarship and attended Warrensburg State Teachers 
College (now Central Missouri State University).  Her first 
teaching job was in a one-room schoolhouse in Pilot Grove, 
Missouri.  Velma was Principal at Marthasville School in St. 

Charles County where she taught for 13 years.    

On 1-JUL 1943, Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the legislation making the Women's Army 
Corps (WAC) part of the Army of the United States. This gave women all the rank, 
privileges, and benefits of their male counterparts. Women were recruited from all 50 
states and territories. Women's auxiliary branches were created for every branch of the 
military, including the Women's Army Corps (WAC), Women Accepted for Volunteer 
Emergency Service (WAVES), and Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP), and Women 
Marine Reserves.   

Velma had a college degree in physical education, and she responded to the Army’s 
request for women specifically in the field of physical education and science to become a 
physical therapist to rehabilitate the wounded returning from World War II battlefields.  
Women were restricted from combat zones; however, many became nurses to help the 
men injured in combat.  Velma enlisted in the Women's Army Corps on 10-JULY 1944 in 
St. Louis, Missouri.     

At the time of her enlistment, she was 38 years old and a teacher and principal in a 
secondary school and a physical therapist.  Based on her experience and training, she 
entered the service as a 2nd Lieutenant.  Her Specialty number (now called an MOS) was 
3418 Physical Therapist.  She was appointed Major on 9-MARCH 1960.   

Velma attended basic training at Fort Des Moines in Iowa and then went to Baylor 
University in Texas for more training and education.  She was stationed at Brooks General 
Hospital at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio for five years.  Her tour of duties included 



 

four years at Fort Jay on Governors Island in New York Harbor, the 98th Hospital in Munich 
Germany, the 5th General Hospital in Stuttgart Germany, Fitzsimmons General Hospital 
in Denver, Colorado, Fort Polk Louisiana U.S. Army Hospital, Fort Leonard Wood in 
Missouri, Fort Carson in Colorado Springs, Colorado and Camp Zama U.S. Army Medical 
Command in Japan.  While in Japan, Velma helped introduce ultrasound technology to 
the Japanese.  She retired and was honorably discharged in 1964 from Fitzsimmons 
General Hospital in Denver.   

Velma attained the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.  She was awarded the following: 
 World War II Victory Medal 
 American Campaign Medal 
 National Defense Medal 

 Armed Forces Reserve Medal 
 Army of Occupation Medal  
 Good Conduct Medal 

 
Major Velma Lee Powell was a member of the following organizations: 

 American Physical Therapist 
Association 

 Missouri Physical Therapy 
Association, Niangua Chapter 

 Daughters of the American 
Revolution 

 Retired Officers Association 
 American Legion Post 313 in St. 

Peters Missouri.   
 
Velma Lee Powell died in St. Peters Missouri on 26-NOV 1993.  She lived most of her life 
in Missouri and maintained a home in Eldon, and in St. Peters, Missouri at the time of her 
death.  She is buried at Hickman Cemetery in Clarksburg, Missouri.   
 
Velma left the following instructions “In case of an unusual occurrence,” in her own hand: 
 

“I want a military funeral – the undertaker makes the arrangements 
with Fort Leonard Wood for escort etc.  Use any funeral home that is most 
convenient for you folks.  Burial in that part of lot across from mama back of 
Norman.  Not by Elizabeth so I can have my own identity. 

I want to be buried as a Major my last active-duty rank – that was my 
most cherished rank.  I loved it.  I very much disliked the Col thing. 

The uniform to be worn is hanging in the closet in guest room.  I have 
it and two white shirts hanging together.  The little black tab tie goes under 
shirt collar.  Insignia is on uniform.  Have Helen check it. 

Try to get a military casket and, of course, the flag. 
Have Rev Lee Whiteside say the words – Have military music some 

that we discussed – any good burying tunes – no vocal music necessary. 
 



 

A military marker for grave site is available for free from VA. 
It carries:   

Name: Velma Lee Powell 
Dates: Born Dec 7, 1906 
Rank: Major, AMSC 
Wars During Service: World War II, Korean Conflict, Vietnam. 

 
After the funeral – Notify by sending those funeral folders to: 

Eleanor R. Asleson LTC/Ret’d 
Elizabeth J. Carruth LTC/Ret’d 
Dorothy Vollmer, LTC 
Elizabeth Nachod, LTC/Ret’d 
Corrine Rizzo, Major Ret’d 

 
Their addresses are in the red address book.  Just tell them, ‘I’ve swept the 
clinic and turned in the key.’ 
 
VA will help with all problems of insurance (Policy in locked box).  VA also 
pays part of burial fee.  It has changed recently – If one dies of disease that 
caused original disability it is a much greater amount.  So be sure my is 
arterial sclerotic heart disease or some side effect. 
 
Call my beloved Sue” 

 
Pastor Fulton officiated at Velma’s funeral: 

Pastor Fulton likened Velma’s activities in Colorado to those of Catherine Bates 
author of “America the Beautiful.”  She took young people to Pike’s Peak and must have 
seen the same beauty that caused Catherine Bates to write the poem.  As he listened to 
“My Country Tis of Thee” he imagined that Velma was very proud of her service to her 
country both as an educator and a professional therapist in the U.S. Army.  And as he 
listened to “On Eagles Wings” which was written by a Catholic priest, and the words were 
taken from the 91st Psalm, we can know she is safely home, because she loved the Lord.  
He gave her long life and salvation. 

Velma had many homes: Eldon, St. Peters, Osage Beach, New York, Colorado, 
Germany, Japan…and she loved the newness and the excitement and the making of new 
friends.  And now she has another new home where she will be with loved ones who have 
gone before her.  And where she will wait for loved ones left behind.   



 

She was an understanding woman and sensitive and intuitive and once on a trip to 
Washington D.C. about fourteen years ago, she saw a young woman in despair, groping 
with the recent loss of her mother and a marriage gone awry.  and she turned to the young 
woman and befriended her much as if saying, ‘It’s alright, come here and tell grandma all 
about it.’  And a lasting friendship was formed, one where each cared for the other to the 
end of Velma’s life.   

That was her way of life, service to others.  Not one person was singled out, but 
many from the days of her youth, through school days, Army days. retirement and death.  
Friend, relative, stranger, alike.   

And her favorite bible scripture was and is the twenty-third, Psalm.   
Join in prayer as we recite “Our Father.” 
As I visited with Norma Miller, her sister, who gave me most of the information from 

Norma’s living room, I gazed out over the valley, Harper Valley, and I saw the peace that 
is there.  And I saw the Harper Chapel steeple, and we can rest assured that Velma Lee is 
at long last at peace, in the comfort of our father. 
 


